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were adopted for making him so frank is not clear.
Probably torture, or the threat of it, was resorted
to, since Hertford, Riche, and Audley had much
to do with the examinations;l   whilst even the
Duke of Norfolk and Wriothesley, not to appear
backward in the King's service, were as anxious
as their rivals to make the case complete.    Culpeper
was a gentleman of great estate in Kent and else-
where, holding many houses and offices;   a gentle-
man of the chamber, clerk of the armoury, steward
and keeper of several royal manors ;   and he had
received many favours from the King, with whom
he ordinarily slept.     He deposed to and described
many stolen interviews with Katharine, all appar-
ently after the previous Passion Week (1541), when
the Queen, he said, had sent for him and given
him a velvet cap.   Lady Rochford, according to
his statement, was the go-between, and arranged
all the assignations in her apartments;   whilst the
Queen, whenever she reached a house during the
progress, would make herself acquainted with the
back doors and back stairs, in order to facilitate
the   meetings.     At   Pontefract   she   thought   the
back   door   was   being   watched   by   the   King's
orders, and Lady Rochford caused her servant to

1 In the curious and detailed but in many respects unveracious
account of the affair given in the Spanish Chronicle of Henry VIII.,
edited by the present writer, it is distinctly stated that Culpeper made
his confession on the threat of the rack in the Tower. He is made in
this acconnt to say that he was deeply in love with Katharine before her
marriage, and had fallen ill with grief when she became Henry's wife.
She had taken pity upon him, and had arranged a meeting at Richmond,
which had been betrayed to Hertford by one of Katharine's servants.
The writer of the Chronicle (Guaras), who had good sources of informa-
tion and was a close observer, did not believe that any guilty act had been
committed by Katharine $fter her marriage.